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From The President 

 
                                                                                           November 30th , 2011 
  
   Here we are already in December.  This year went by so fast.  Let’s see how 
productive we were: 
   January is our annual Holiday Party.  The Windy City Chapter knows how to put 
one on with great food and company.  John and Darlene has been our 
host/hostess for years.  Their home has become Windy City Chapter Club House.  
Thank you in advance for the next party.   
   In spring we traveled to Jerry Swift’s neighborhood for the Regional Conference.  
These conferences are a mini National Conference.  Discussions include election 
candidates, C & BL changes and where NERA is going. 
   June was Navy Family Day on the drill deck of Great Lakes Reserve Center.  
We enjoyed talking to the young men and women drilling that weekend.  So many 
don’t know about NERA.  The word needs to be passed on what we do and how 
we help others and save our rights and benefits. 
   Our chapter picnic had a later date than usual.  September 10th was a beautiful 
day.  Again thank you John and Darlene.  No one could walk away hungry.  We 
rendered honors to 9-11.  Don’t ever forget! 
   We were community involved with the Heart of a Marine Foundation and the 
Adaptive Athletes Race in Elk Grove Village.  God Bless all of the contestants.   
   October was the National Conference in California.  This is the first time in many 

years we had a National Conference in the way west.  Thanks to all that made that possible.  The time and place 
discussions came around.  The Windy City Chapter put a bid in to host the 2013 National Conference.  We won 
that bid. 
   We had a busy and productive year.  I want to close in saying thanks to you. Thanks for attending the meetings, 
being involved and bringing new ideas to the table.  We are one of the most front and center chapters out there. 
In closing, I would like to say “Happy, Safe Holidays to you and yours! “  May you be surrounded with family, 
friends and good traditions.    
 
Please note that WCC’s December 6th meeting is a first (not 2nd ) Tuesday  @ 2000..                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                        Penny Padour       WCC President 

 
The 2011-12 WCC Holiday Party is tentatively scheduled  for either January7th or 14th. At Darlene and John 
Nickelson’s play room. 4 Dan Mar Trail, Palos Park, Illinois. Info/RSVP 708-448-1300.                                                              

Mark Your Calendar: 

Meetings are conducted at 2000 on the second Tuesdays of even  

numbered months at the VFW Post #3579      Canfield at 

Higgins (alongside the Kennedy Expressway) . Remaining 2011  

WCC Meeting: Dec 6 ( note: this is a 1
st
 Tuesday)  

 

 

Planning Ahead!  

Dec 2012 Meeting  December 6
th

 @ 

2000 @ Park Ridge VFW.  
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A 2012 National Conference near  

 

Philadelphia has been authorized by vote of 

delegates to the 2011 Conference in 

Sacramento.  Further: the 2013 National 

Conference, hosted by Windy City Chapter, is 

scheduled for the Great Lakes vicinity in 

October or early November.  
 

 Windy City Chapter meeting minutes –10/11/2011 

meeting of the Windy City Chapter convened @ 1958. 

Pres ,Treas, Exec. Coun. & Sec Present . VP & MAA 
absent. A quorum exists. 
Approval of Minutes: Mx John Nickelson, 2x Bill Anderson 
Ayes 
Treasurer’s report: Account grew x $110 since last 
meeting. Mx Vicky Koeneke, 2x John Nickelson Ayes 
Sunshine report: cards sent to ailing JC Edfors, Art 
Prochaska, and MAA Steve Devereaux(needs hip 
replacement due to sitting on a very fat wallet). 
Unfinished Business: Excellent attendance at this year’s 
picnic/ fish fry: $16 carried over to Christmas Party fund.  
AWCM Jack Doherty reintroduced himself following a long 
absence. 
National Conference Reports given by Windy City 
participants. Paul on National Financial Status. Geno on 
his choice to step down from VP. Jim P. on merger 
considerations & comparisons of this conference relative 
to the unachievable bar Windy City raised in 2005.  
New Business: Discussion of vet’s day benes to be had at 
restaurants and retailers was prelude to discussion of 
newsletter article comparing Wisconsin and Illinois 
Veterans perqs. Some of Illinois’ neighboring states allow 
a Veterans designator on their driver’s licenses, Geno 
Kolker proposed a motion to endorse the Illinois legislature 
to follow suit [see the article in this newsletter]. MxGeno 
Koelker, 2ndx Ed Whiteside.  Secretary Premeske to 
prepare a resolution to that effect. 
Reminder that next meeting is on 1

st
 (not second) Tuesday 

in Dec. [12/6/2011] 
Motion  to adjourn: `x Penny Padour, 2

nd
 x Allen Koeneke 

  

 

Illinois NERA issues  
At Octoberôs WCC meeting the members 
present unanimously voted to petition the Illinois 
General Assembly to provide a symbol 
recognizing Veterans on their driverôs licenses: 
 

  Resolution to add Veterans Recognition to 
Illinois Driver’s Licenses 

 
Whereas: Prior military service (reservists and) 
veterans are denied benefits to which they are 
entitled because they lack a commonly accepted and 

readily available means of documenting their Armed 
Forces veteran status. 
 
Whereas: Many states, recognizing this discrepancy, 
have authorized the addition of a veteran’s 
designator (label) to vehicle operator’s licenses. 
 
Whereas: The addition of this option to a military 
veteran’s driver’s license allows a state, its citizens, 
and businesses to show appreciation for the sacrifice 
contributed to the safety and security of our great 
nation. 
 
And Whereas:  Implementation and document 
verification would be uncomplicated and of minimal 
expense . 
 
Therefore Be it resolved: That the Illinois General 
Assembly authorize the installation of a bold print “V” 
on the front side of a resident’s Illinois Driver’s 
License following license bureau verification of a DD 
214 and/or current U.S. Armed Forces Identification 
card. 
 
Consideration: Passed by unanimous vote of 
members present at a Windy City  Chapter meeting 
conducted on October 11th, 2011.  
 

The Windy City Chapter www.wcchapter.org 
represents Sea Service reserve and active duty 
personnel throughout the Midwest, but principally in 
Chicago and surrounding counties. 
 

SB 1891 Proposed by Senator Pamela Althoff  & David 

Luechtefeld is currently re-referred to a special (get lost??) 
committee consisting of:  

   
  

Role Senator Party 

Chairperson : James F. Clayborne, Jr.  D 

Vice-
Chairperson : 

Don Harmon D 

Member: Kimberly A. Lightford  D 

Minority 
Spokesperson : 

Kirk W. Dillard  R 

Member: Dale A. Righter  R 

SB 1891 would take effect 1/1/2012 if it gets a vote when 
the Senate reconvenes. If we do nothing it will die in 
committee; probably due to lack of a vote. This is how 
General Assemblies work: transfer a ‘nuisance’ bill to a 
‘not interested committee’ than let it die. It was re-refered  
on 3/18/2011; and nothing has happened to it since.  
   
If it had originated in the IL house it would have been 
assigned to this committee:  

 

http://www.wcchapter.org/
http://www.ilga.gov/senate/Senator.asp?MemberID=1637
http://www.ilga.gov/senate/Senator.asp?MemberID=1686
http://www.ilga.gov/senate/Senator.asp?MemberID=1644
http://www.ilga.gov/senate/Senator.asp?MemberID=1641
http://www.ilga.gov/senate/Senator.asp?MemberID=1690
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Armed Forces & Military Affairs Committee - 
Members 

97th General Assembly  
 

Members Notice of Hearing  Bills    
  
  

Role Representative Party 

Chairperson : Eddie Lee Jackson, Sr.  D 

Vice-
Chairperson : 

Brandon W. Phelps  D 

Republican 
Spokesperson : 

Donald L. Moffitt  R 

Member: Jerry F. Costello, II  D 

Member: Kent Gaffney R 

Member: Emily McAsey D 

Member: Wayne Rosenthal  

 
 

BENES-  Breaking News!!! 

Despite faulty information being distributed by other 

Chicago area sources of military benefit information 

Tricare’s primary pharmacy administrator Express 

Scripts continues to be unsuccessful in negotiations 

with Walgreens. As of Oct 29
th

, Walgreens, Tricare 

and Express Scripts all state on their websites that it is 

highly unlikely this dispute will be resolved: That 

effective January 1
st
 Walgreens will be out of the 

network. Walgreens offers an electronic petition for 

those who feel Walgreens is the best alternative at: 

http://www.ichoosewalgreens.com/tricare-plans/. 

General Military News 

Gay rights-Groups representing gay and lesbian 

service members are pressing the DoD to extend 

benefits for same-sex dependents beyond Service 

members Group Life Insurance (SGLI), Veterans' 

Group Life Insurance (VGLI), Veterans Education 

Assistance Program (VEAP), military death 

gratuity, to include housing, TRICARE, and more. 

Based on UCLA's Miller Institute Social Research 

Center estimates, there are as many as 66,000 gay and 

lesbian service members who are not offered the same 

benefits as their straight co-workers. 

 

 

 

 

Burn Pit Related to Illnesses?-An Institute of 

Medicine study has found no evidence between 

exposure to burn pits in Iraq and Afghanistan and 

long-term health problems. A 14-member committee 

of the institute, the nonprofit health research arm of 

the National Academy of Sciences, could neither 

prove nor disprove that servicemembers' exposure to 

burning trash piles in Iraq and Afghanistan could 

cause long-term health problems, and recommended 

that more studies be done. 

COLA Bill Goes to the President-The U.S. House 

of Representatives has passed the 2012 Cost of Living 

Adjustment (COLA) for veterans receiving 

compensation for service-connected disabilities. The 

COLA also affects the rates for military retirees, 

Social Security recipients, and the dependency and 

indemnity compensation for survivors of veterans 

who died as a result of service. Although Congress 

has passed a COLA every year for veterans since 

1976, there has not been an increase in the rate since 

2009. The 3.6% COLA increase will go into effect on 

December 1, 2011, once the legislation is signed into 

by law by the President. 

VA Cash-Out Refinance for Major Expense- A VA 

cash-out refinance loan can provide eligible 

borrowers with cash out of the equity from their 

homes to pay for major expenses and combine 

debt. In a cash-out refinance situation, the borrower 

refinances his or her mortgage with a higher principal 

balance and acquires the cash generated from the 

transaction 

Avoid That Holiday Weight Gain- According to a 

study published in the New England Journal of 

Medicine, individuals gain between 1-2 pounds per 

year and half of that occurs during the winter holiday 

season. Here are some tips to avoid putting on that 

extra weight: (1) change your mind set by saying "I 

will not gain any weight between now and New 

Year's Day;" (2) weigh yourself often; (3) wear a 

pedometer and aim for more than 10,000 steps a day; 

(4) do strength training; (5) make it a habit to fill up 

on water and fiber-dense fruits and vegetables ? five 

to nine selections daily--so you will not eat junk 

foods; (6) track your success in meeting the goals 

above. For delicious, healthy recipes, visit the 

Commissaries.com website. 

 

 

http://www.ilga.gov/house/committees/hearing.asp?CommitteeID=1091&GA=97
http://www.ilga.gov/house/committees/combills.asp?CommitteeID=1091&GA=97
http://www.ilga.gov/house/Rep.asp?MemberID=1752
http://www.ilga.gov/house/Rep.asp?MemberID=1667
http://www.ilga.gov/house/Rep.asp?MemberID=1618
http://www.ilga.gov/house/Rep.asp?MemberID=1807
http://www.ilga.gov/house/Rep.asp?MemberID=1806
http://www.ilga.gov/house/Rep.asp?MemberID=1746
http://www.ilga.gov/house/Rep.asp?MemberID=1787
http://www.military.com/benefits/content/survivor-benefits/servicemembers-group-life-insurance.html
http://www.military.com/benefits/content/survivor-benefits/servicemembers-group-life-insurance.html
http://www.military.com/education/content/gi-bill/veterans-educational-assistance-program-veap.html
http://www.military.com/education/content/gi-bill/veterans-educational-assistance-program-veap.html
http://www.military.com/benefits/content/survivor-benefits/death-gratuity.html?comp=7000022780157&rank=4
http://www.military.com/benefits/content/survivor-benefits/death-gratuity.html?comp=7000022780157&rank=4
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Global War on Terror 

Spec-Ops Command: SEAL raid 
book 'a lie' 

Anyone who reads the media, and especially those 

who get their news via email, have viewed the 

multitude of stories that purport to tell the “True 

Story of the Seals taking Bin Laden”.  WCC’s Middle 

East Bureau Chief accumulated those varied stories 

for review by an insider who might select the version 

with the greatest truth. 

That opportunity presented  itself over the 

Thanksgiving Weekend. After reviewing all the 

versions of the story, a person who knows, 

determined none of those versions were fit for 

publishing. He defined the stories as “interesting 

fiction”, “the stuff that makes novels successful”. He 

provided a source for a second opinion, further 

explaining that the oath taken by the actual 

participants legally keeps them silent for eighty years, 

subject to charges of treason; such safeguards are 

intended to protect the participants, the technology 

and the strategy which would henceforth be void if 

compromised. 

Our inside source stated that he had never heard 

references to the “ghost Hawk” or stealth Hawk”, and 

said clarifying the disposition of the chopper left 

behind would compromise other facets of the mission. 

Some of these stories, whether they originate in the 

U.S. or Australia lean on a storyline by a portly 

author, a former seal named Chuck Pfarrer. His 

accounts are exciting although I found  his screenplay 

for “Navy Seals” quite lame. 

Pfarrer’s focus has been fiction for over twenty years 

(he served the Navy for eight years- attended BUDS 

in ’81). After leaving the military, Pfarrer embarked 

on a career as a Hollywood screenwriter. His film 

credits include writing, acting and production work in 

Navy SEALs, Darkman, and Hard Target. Pfarrer was 

the screenwriter on The Jackal. His speculation 

screenplays for Virus and Red Planet were also made 

into movies. He is an uncredited writer on the films 

Arlington Road, Second Nature, Sudden Impact and 

Green Hornet. 

 

 

 Pfarrer’s best-selling autobiography, Warrior Soul, 

The Memoir of a Navy SEAL, was published in 2004; 

His novel, Killing Che, in 2007. 

Retireesô Retreat 

A review of items under discussion by the 
SecNav retiree Council shows little progress 
between the conclusions drawn in April of 2010 
compared to issues remaining: Retired Affairs 
Offices continue to fall short of expectations, the 
quality and frequency of “Shift Colors” magazine 
is inadequate. “Shift Colors” is sometimes only 
available online at the Retiree page of the Navy 
Personnel Command website, it has been 
reduced from four hard copies distributed 
annually in 2002 down to a single ‘on-line only’ 
edition since 2009. A Fall edition was distributed 
in 2011. 
The following is a direct excerpt from the SecNav 

report: Issue: Decrease in TRICARE reimbursement rates 

and increase in fees to retiree community  

Position and Desired Outcome: 1) Continue to delay 

enacting the current legislative requirement to decrease the 

reimbursement rate for TRICARE providers. 2) Protect 

retiree families and survivors against increases in 

TRICARE fees and co-payments. TRICARE for Life 

should remain unchanged.  

Passed annually, the National Defense Authorization Act 

(NDAA) formally establishes and funds TRICARE in 

public law. TRICARE is viewed as one of the 

lowest-paying insurance plans in America; 

other national plans typically pay 

approximately 25 ï 33% more to 

providers.  
In a recent document, The Military Coalition1 noted 

that although physicians may not be able to afford 

turning away Medicare patients they may be willing to 

turn away a small number of patients who have low-

paying, high-administrative-hassle TRICARE 

coverage. Research conducted by multiple 

organizations, including the Fleet Reserve Association 

(FRA) and Military Officers Association of America 

(MOAA) indicate this may deter providers from 

accepting beneficiaries as well as decrease the number 

of participating providers.  

Options to resolve this challenge include: 1) severing the 

linkage between Medicare and TRICARE reimbursement 

rates; 2) encouraging the TRICARE Management Activity 

(TMA) to exercise their authority to increase the 

reimbursement rates due to provider shortage and the low  

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy_SEALs_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darkman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hard_Target
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Jackal_(1997_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Screenplay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Planet_(film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warrior_Soul,_The_Memoir_of_a_Navy_SEAL
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warrior_Soul,_The_Memoir_of_a_Navy_SEAL
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killing_Che
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reimbursement rate already associated with Medicare 

payments; and 3) echo the Military Coalition 

recommendation that House Armed Services 

Subcommittee require a Comptroller General report on the 

propensity of physicians to participate in Medicare verses 

TRICARE.  

Additionally, in 2008 a task force on the future of military 

health care recommended precipitous raises in the health 

care cost-sharing for retired families. Recently, some 

defense leaders have indicated that substantial fee 

increases are needed to bring military beneficiary health 

care costs more in line with civilian practices. The Council 

thinks an increase in fees for those who earned retiree 

status is inappropriate. Military retirees and their families 

have earned their coverage through decades of service and 

sacrifice. DoD and the Nation, as good faith employers, 

have an obligation to retired service members and their 

families. Reducing military benefits may hinder recruiting 

and retention, and decrease morale for active duty and 

retirees.  

 

Editor’s Note: The TriCare situation has gotten much 

worse since Health Care Reform; it appears the 

administration & Congress have covertly throw military 

retirees under the bus to fund the health care of the 

unproductive masses. 

 

A Brief History of Veterans Day 

Veterans Day, formerly known as Armistice Day, was 

originally set as a U.S. legal holiday to honor the end of 

World War I, which officially took place on November 11, 

1918. In legislation that was passed in 1938, November 11 

was "dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be 

hereafter celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day.'" As 

such, this new legal holiday honored World War I 

veterans. 

In 1954, after having been through both World War II and 

the Korean War, the 83rd U.S. Congress -- at the urging of 

the veterans service organizations -- amended the Act of 

1938 by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting the 

word "Veterans." With the approval of this legislation on 

June 1, 1954, Nov. 11 became a day to honor American 

veterans of all wars. 

In 1968, the Uniforms Holiday Bill ensured three-day 

weekends for federal employees by celebrating four 

national holidays on Mondays: Washington's Birthday, 

Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus Day. Under 

this bill, Veterans Day was moved to the last Monday of 

October. Many states did not agree with this decision and 

continued to celebrate the holiday on its original date. The 

first Veterans Day under the new law was observed with 

much confusion on Oct. 25, 1971. 

 September 20, 1975, President Gerald R. Ford signed a 

law which returned the annual observance of Veterans 

Day to its original date of Nov. 11, beginning in 1978. 

Since then, the Veterans Day holiday has been observed 

on Nov. 11. 

Celebrating the Veterans Day Holiday 
If the Nov. 11 holiday falls on a non-workday -- Saturday 

or Sunday -- the holiday is observed by the federal 

government on Monday (if the holiday falls on Sunday) or 

Friday (if the holiday falls on Saturday). Federal 

government closings are established by the U.S. Office of 

Personnel Management. State and local government 

closings are determined locally, and non- government 

businesses can close or remain open as they see fit, 

regardless of federal, state or local government operation 

determinations. 

United States Senate Resolution 143, passed  Aug. 4, 

2001, designated the week of Nov. 11 through Nov. 17, 

2001, as "National Veterans Awareness Week." The 

resolution calls for educational efforts directed at 

elementary and secondary school students concerning the 

contributions and sacrifices of veterans. 

The difference between Veterans Day and 
Memorial Day 
Memorial Day honors servicemembers who died in service 

to their country or as a result of injuries incurred during 

battle. Deceased veterans are also remembered on 

Veterans Day but the day is set aside to thank and honor 

living veterans who served honorably in the military - in 

wartime or peacetime. 

 

 

.

. 

 
 
 

http://www.opm.gov/oca/worksch/index.asp
http://www.opm.gov/oca/worksch/index.asp

